
Miniatura City Theatre | Gdañsk, Poland

The Teutonic Knights
based on the novel by Henryk Sienkiewicz

script and direction: Jakub Roszkowski
set, lighting, video: Mirek Kaczmarek
live music: Sandra Szwarc

cast:
Zbyszko | Wojciech Stachura
Maæko | Jacek Gierczak
Zawisza Czarny | Piotr K³udka  
Duchess Anna | Jadwiga Sankowska 
Zygfryd de Löwe | Jacek Majok
King Jagie³³o | Hanna Miœkiewicz
Danusia, Jagienka | Edyta Janusz-Ehrlich
Rotgier de Löwe | Jakub Ehrlich
Woman | Agnieszka Grzegorzewska 
Jurand | Andrzej ¯ak
Grand Master, Priest | Joanna Tomasik
Bishop, Fat woman | Jolanta Darewicz

Premiere: 3 April 2016 
For the audience aged 10+

thÜ First Award of the 28  Puppet Theatre Festival in Opole
ndÜ Audience Award of the 42  Opole Theatre Confrontations 

‘Polish Classics’
Ü Award at the International Festival ‘Theatre Carousel’ in 
£ódŸ “for finding contemporary contexts in the classics, 
characters that are in tune with our times, but above all the 
power of the final scene”

trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsjgnrvsqVo
about the performance in TVP Gdansk: 
http://gdansk.tvp.pl/25402777/krzyzacy-w-miniaturze

More information: www.teatrminiatura.pl/en



„The Teutonic Knights” – the first 
adaptation for puppet theatre

The first adaptation of the novel by Henryk Sienkiewicz, a Polish Nobel 
Prize winner for Literature, for puppet theatre.

„The Teutonic Knights” is a historical novel set in the Middle Ages, during 
the conflict between Poland and the Teutonic Order, culminating in the 
famous Battle of Grunwald in 1410, possibly the greatest victory by Polish 
forces. The main characters in the story are the knight Maæko of Bogda-
niec and his young nephew Zbyszko.

Sienkiewicz’s work is an excellently told story which can captivate young 
and older audiences alike, make them laugh and move them at the same 
time. The puppet theatre allows us to present it in an interesting and 
complex way, with a multitude of settings, characters, with bear or auroch 
hunting scenes or finally with the grand Battle of Grunwald.

The play was directed by the renowned playwright and director Jakub 
Roszkowski, while the set design and puppets are the work of one of the 
most valued contemporary Polish set designers Mirek Kaczmarek.



Excerpts from reviews

This is a new face of the theatre of form, a theatre which seeks out new 
and at times surprising forms of expression. I also very much liked the 
authors’ distance from the text, with the story told in a humorous way, 
without pathos, and the characters, especially Zbyszko (Wojciech 
Stachura) as a modern-day hot-head and Jagienka a teenage girl in love.
Gra¿yna Antoniewicz, „Dziennik Ba³tycki”

Characters of King Jagie³³o and Grand Master are performed by women 
(Hanna Miœkiewicz, Joanna Tomasik), which doesn't soften the picture of 
history, but intensifies the distance toward it. Roszkowski skillfully slips by 
mythologised picture of this war as a national crusade against longtime 
enemy by mixing different poetics of adventure and initiatory novels, 
historical romance and comics. (…) Softening of national antagonisms in 
the performance is non-contingent – it helps building the symmetry, 
which will be a compositional frame of the final scene. And that finale is 
brilliant.
Jolanta Kowalska, „Theatre” 4/2017

The clay figures of Zbyszko of Bogdaniec, Danusia, Jurand of Spychów or 
Jagienka are very similar to each other and almost blend into the 
background. But if anyone thinks that this show is visually unappealing, 
they are wrong. It is true that it is rather low-key, low on special effects and 
almost monochromatic but brilliantly acted by the puppet actors, 
dynamic like a horse in gallop, modern (!) and dazzling with humour. And it 
is the humour for which I like Miniatura’s „The Teutonic Knights” the most.

[...] On the other hand, the formal resolution of the finale is rather 
impossible to foresee, it is so ingenious and original. And that’s what 
makes Gdañsk’s „The Teutonic Knights”, told jokingly and with zest, an 
extremely serious pacifist manifesto.
Katarzyna Fryc, „Gazeta Wyborcza”

The show’s form forever reminds us that we are dealing with delightful 
games with the imagination. Roszkowski has arranged the adventures of 
Sienkiewicz’s heroes on three planes, the first filled with clay figures, the 
second occupied by actors who every so often cast the figures away and 
take over acting out particular characters. The third plane can be seen on 
the screen at the back of the stage which shows the current progress of 
action on stage. Nothing in this production is rigid, the borderlines of all 
the events are fluid and unpredictable for the audience.  

[…] This lively and colourful production has somehow lost the pathos and 
saccharine quality of „The Teutonic Knights” the novel and what has 
remained is distinct and very sharp wit, thrill and adventure.
Anna Jazgarska, teatralny.pl





'Miniatura' City Theatre

One of the oldest theatres in Poland and the only institutional one for children and 
youth in Tricity area. Its repertoire, of high artistic merit, is aimed at the entire family 
and involves talented artists from Poland and abroad. Each year the theatre gives 
around 300 performances, watched by over 58,000 people. The plays produced 
include classical works as well as contemporary children's and young adult literature 
for audiences as young as 12 months. 

In addition, 'Miniatura' strives to undertake non-standard activities such as the 
production of a theatre detective series or activities aimed at entering the city's 
public space – open-air performances, for example. The theatre's repertoire is 
supplemented by the numerous events which accompany premieres or which are co-
produced with other cultural institutions, publishers or non-governmental organisa-
tions. These include family workshops, open meetings, panels and debates, book 
fairs, festivals or theatre shows.

Set project by Dariusz Panas

Contact
Magdalena Zab³otna
magdalena.zablotna@teatrminiatura.pl
0048 885 780 204
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